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Reading: Revelation 6-9 

Memory Verse: Revelation 7:12 

Definitions: 

Antichrist – A uniquely evil person who will emerge during the end times as the 

archenemy of God and ruler of the world. The Antichrist will perform miracles 

with satanic power, deceiving many people who will worship him as God. 

After reading the lesson, answer the questions using the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpoA2HPg0ypP7ztKkbR4Jk20wLJ1aXd7CHDgq2Mayqq0O1

YQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Here Comes Trouble 

 

Devil’s Island. Even the name sounds gruesome. For many years, the French 

government sent its worst criminals to this prison on the coast of South America. They 

spent their days cutting wood in the jungle. To prevent escape, they had to work naked 

except for hats and shoes. Each man had to cut a designated amount of wood each 

day. If a convict failed to meet his quota, he was given only dry bread to eat that day. 

The next day he still had to cut the same amount of wood. Often, the prisoners had to 

work in water up to their waist while being bitten by mosquitoes carrying malaria and 

suffering under the hot tropical sun. 

 

Escape was nearly impossible. On one side was the ocean, filled with high waves and 

dangerous currents. Even if a prisoner managed to make a raft, he could not gather the 

food and water necessary for a long voyage. If he did not starve or die of thirst, he 

usually died of sunstroke or dysentery. On several occasions, starving convicts killed 

and ate their fellow escapees. 

 

On the other side of the prison was the jungle – hundreds of miles of alligators, snakes, 

flesh-consuming army ants, and more mosquitoes. Native tribes roamed the area, killing 

(and sometimes eating) any escapees they found. To get to neighboring Dutch Guiana, 

convicts had to swim the Maroni River, which was full of piranhas. If they made it across 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpoA2HPg0ypP7ztKkbR4Jk20wLJ1aXd7CHDgq2Mayqq0O1YQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpoA2HPg0ypP7ztKkbR4Jk20wLJ1aXd7CHDgq2Mayqq0O1YQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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the river, Dutch officials would send them back to Devil’s Island. In nearby Venezuela (if 

a prisoner got that far) soldiers shot escaping convicts on site. 

 

If a prisoner escaped and was caught, he was put into solitary confinement in a small 

damp cell. Then he was sent to do the hardest work and put in chains every night. 

 

Sound like fun? 

 

Devil’s island will seem like a picnic in the park compared to the judgments to come. 

 

God’s Seal Judgments (6:1-17) 

 

One at a time, Christ breaks the seven seals of the book He has, allowing a slow 

progression of judgment on the earth. These future events will be so bad that many 

people will not even live through the catastrophes. 

 

First Seal: Antichrist (vs 1-2) 

First, John sees a rider on a white horse holding an archery bow. That man is the 

Antichrist who will conquer kingdoms and get a victory crown. 

 

Second Seal: War (vs 3-4) 

In the next seal, the horse is red, symbolizing the blood of war. The great sword the 

writer is given indicates much death. 

 

Third Seal: Famine (vs 5-6) 

When Christ breaks the third seal, a rider holding a scale appears on a black horse. 

This horse symbolizes suffering from famine that results from inflation. Prices will 

multiply, making it almost impossible for people to buy food. How often would you go 

out for a double cheeseburger, fries, and a milkshake if the price increase to 5 to 10 

times what you have been paying? 
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Fourth Seal: Death (vs 7-8) 

This time the horse is pale, a sickly green color, with a rider called death. He will kill 1/4 

of the earth’s population when Christ breaks this seal. 

 

Fifth Seal: Martyrs’ Prayers (vs 9-11) 

With the next broken seal, the scene moves from earth to heaven. There John sees and 

hears those who are killed for their faith in Jesus and who ask God when he will judge 

their prosecutors. 

 

Sixth Seal: Earthquake (vs 12-17) 

At the opening of the sixth seal, a huge quake shakes the earth and heavens and 

terrifies the people who are left. Instead of repenting of their sins, however, they cry out 

to the rocks and mountains to hide them from Christ’s wrath. 

 

Chapter 6 ends with a question: for the great day of their wrath has come, and who will 

stand? (V 17) Chapter 7 answers that question. 

 

God’s Servants (7:1-17) 

This chapter provides a break in the account of the judgments to come. It focuses on 

God’s servants instead of his wrath. 

 

Angels (vs 1-3) 

Four angels temporarily hold back the winds of judgment. A fifth angel calls to them with 

a loud voice not to harm the earth and sea until they seal God’s servants. Although we 

do not know for sure what this seal on the forehead is, we do know it sets people apart 

as belonging to Him. It also protects them from the coming judgments. 

 

Believers (vs 4-17) 

The Angels seal 144,000 Jewish people who become believers after the tribulation 

starts. Some commentators believe these are the evangelists of Matthew 24:14 who 

preached the gospel during this time. 



Revelation Lesson 6 

4 
 

 

Multitudes of Gentiles from every language, people, tribe, and nation will also be saved 

during the tribulation. Evidently, they never heard the gospel message before. 

(According to 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, those who hear the gospel but reject Christ 

before the rapture will not have a second opportunity to be saved.) 

 

As this great throng of believers worships God and Christ, angels join them. They also 

have the privilege of serving God and being taken care of by Christ. 

 

God’s Trumpet Judgments (8:1-9:21) 

 

Soon the lull in the judgments ends. Chapter 8 picks up where chapter 6 ended. 

 

Seventh Seal: Silence (8:1-6) 

The last seal introduces the trumpet judgments. Trumpets in scripture are used to 

announce events and call people together. 

 

Perhaps because everyone is awestruck by what is to come, a half-hour of silence 

proceeds this new round of judgments. These judgments are in response to the prayers 

of God‘s people, offered with incense on the altar. In Old Testament worship, priests 

burned incense on a special altar as a picture of prayers rising to God. 

 

First Trumpet: Demolished Vegetation (8:7) 

After this introduction to a new round of judgments, an Angel blows the first trumpet. As 

a result, hail and fire destroyed 1/3 of the trees and plant life on earth. This loss will 

make food more scarce, contributing to more deaths. 

 

Second Trumpet: Bloody Sea (8:8-9) 

When the next angel blows his trumpet, a large fiery mountain falls into the seas, 

turning a third of the world’s oceans into blood. Consequently, 1/3 of sea life and ships 

are destroyed. This judgment will further diminish food supplies. 
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Third Trumpet: Water Pollution (8:10-11) 

Not only will the oceans be polluted, but 1/3 of fresh waters will be made bitter. Drinking 

water, fish, and other food will become less plentiful. 

 

Fourth Trumpet: Interrupted Light (8:12-13) 

After large portions of the earth are destroyed, the next trumpet interrupts light for the 

earth, affecting everyone. A partial eclipse of the sun, moon, and stars will darken a 

third part of the day and night. Less light means less energy and fewer crops. 

 

Fifth Trumpet; Demonic Activity (9:1-12) 

During the tribulation, Satan and his demons will increase their activity on earth. When 

an angel lets them out of the Abyss, they will take the form of locusts and attack people. 

But instead of killing them, they will make them so miserable that they will want to die – 

but cannot. 

 

Sixth Trumpet: Eastern Armies (9:13-21) 

Following this attack, an army of 200 million will kill a third of the people left after all the 

other judgments. By then, over half the population will be dead. 

 

But after this, men still do not repent of their sins. Instead, they prefer to worship Satan 

and other idols. It is frightening to realize that all these horrible judgments do not cause 

people to turn to God. 

 

Fast Fact 

 

God says the people who were not killed by the plagues did not repent . . . of their 

murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts (Revelation 9:21). 

 

The word sorcery (magic arts) comes from the Greek word pharmakeia which means 

“pharmacy.” In other words, people will not repent of their drug use, which helps them 
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feel like they are escaping the harsh realities of life. Why do you think drugs will be so 

popular during the tribulation? 

 

On the Street 

 

If Christ returns for His children this week, your unsaved friends, relatives, and 

acquaintances will be left here to go through these judgments. Begin praying for them 

this week, asking God to give you opportunities to talk to them about the salvation He 

offers through Christ. 


