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Reading: Revelation 17-18 

Memory Verse: Revelation 18:5 

Definitions: 

Apostate – One who abandons the faith. 

Babylon – In Revelation, Babylon figuratively refers to all that is evil and against 

God. (The literal Babylon mentioned in the Old Testament was a walled city 

between the Tigris and Euphrates, capital of the Babylonian Empire. In 1 Peter 

5:13, Babylon probably refers to Rome.) 

Prostitute – A woman to has sex for money, an immoral woman 

Vindication – Defense, justification or proof of the worth of something. 

After reading the lesson, answer the questions using the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9PsSoXWtW_mO5EgUjoshy3ii0ChXJKxbHJdFl8V_i6DGuz

A/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

 

Two Babylons 

 

Wayne grew up poor, but he did not intend to stay that way. He began delivering papers when 

he was nine and invested his money. All through life he labored night and day to get more 

money. As his life neared its end, he began to think about what would happen to all his wealth 

when he was gone. He could not stand the thought that someone else would get his money. Not 

after he had worked so hard for so long.  

 

“Listen,” he said to his wife. “I want you to make me a solemn promise. When I die, I want you to 

put all my money in the coffin with me.” 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9PsSoXWtW_mO5EgUjoshy3ii0ChXJKxbHJdFl8V_i6DGuzA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9PsSoXWtW_mO5EgUjoshy3ii0ChXJKxbHJdFl8V_i6DGuzA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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His wife was reluctant. She planned on using some of it to take a cruise. But he would not stop 

demanding until she promised. She finally said “okay” but her vow did not keep her from 

complaining about it to her friend. He died soon after.  

 

As the final few shovelfuls of dirt were being thrown on the grave, the friend approached the 

wife and asked, “So, did you do as you promised? Did you put all his money in the coffin with 

him?” 

 

 The wife said, “I sort of did.” 

“Sort of?” the friend asked.  

“Well,” said the wife. “I wrote him a check.” 

 

A lot of people get caught up in making money and have no time for God. They think good 

works will buy them a place in heaven. This attitude carries over into the future and is 

demonstrated in a figurative city named Babylon in the book of Revelation. 

 

In chapters 17 and 18, John wrote about two Babylons. Bible scholars believe the first one 

represents the religious system of salvation by works rather than by Christ’s blood. The second 

one represents the political and economic scene. Babylon is used in the same sense as we use 

“Madison Avenue” to refer to the advertising industry and “Wall Street” for financial businesses. 

These chapters elaborate on the judgment mentioned earlier in Revelation (14:8 and 16:19). 
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Religious Babylon (Chapter 17) 

 

One of the angels with bowl judgments calls the first Babylon a prostitute. In the Old Testament, 

false religions and those unfaithful or untrue to God were called prostitutes or adulteresses. 

(See, for example, Jeremiah 3:6-11.) The angel announces the city's judgment before 

describing it. 

 

John sees Babylon as a woman sitting on a red beast with seven heads and 10 horns and full of 

blasphemous names. The beast is the same as the Antichrist described in chapter 13. The 

woman has a long name: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF 

PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH (v.5). 

 

Like all names in the Bible, this one has special meaning. The word mystery in the New 

Testament means “something hidden and unknown for the time being.” In other words, a secret 

surrounds this city. As the great prostitute and mother (source) of prostitutes and abominations, 

she is the mother of all false religions and evil practices. The description of this city indicates 

that she is powerful and very rich. She is also evil, filthy, and immoral. 

 

In spite of speculation that the city is Rome, we do not know for sure what the actual city 

represents. One thing is clear from this passage: the Antichrist will rule a future kingdom and, 

with an alliance of 10 kings, go to war against Christ. 

 

Satan will use the apostate religious system of Babylon for his own ends. Even though it serves 

him, he will destroy it so he can have soul worship in the latter half of the tribulation. 
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Commercial Babylon (Chapter 18) 

 

Along with the false religious system, God will judge the commercial and political world system. 

A second angel will announce its destruction; you can almost hear the triumph in his voice: 

Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the great! 

 

Before it falls, another voice from heaven urges God’s people to separate themselves from this 

worldly city. He gives two reasons: (1) so they will not participate in her sins and, therefore, (2) 

be judged with her. The sins of Babylon include idolatry, pride, and worshiping pleasures and 

things. 

 

Babylon will be destroyed in one day. When her commercial empire collapses, those involved in 

economic enterprises will mourn her because no one will buy their goods. All their wealth will 

disappear in one hour. In contrast, those in heaven will rejoice over Babylon’s judgment. It is 

God’s vindication for the death of his prophets and other believers. 

 

Fast Fact 

 

Babylon has a long history in scripture. Nimrod founded the city (Genesis 10:10). There, people 

rebelled against God and built the tower of Babel to reach heaven (Genesis 11:1-9). It became 

a prominent city and capital of the Babylonian empire under King Nebuchadnezzar in 605-592 

B.C. In fact, its hanging gardens were one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Even 

back then it was a sinful city. In 539 B.C., God used the Persians to conquer it as judgment for 

sins (Isaiah 13-14:23; Jeremiah 50-51; Daniel 5). Finally, it decayed to the point of disappearing. 
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On the Street 

 

Colossians 3:2 says: Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. This can be difficult 

because the things on the earth surround us. It is not the things themselves that are bad. It is 

our affection for them. Are there things in your life for which you have more passion than you 

have for Christ? What will you do about them? 

 


