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Reading: Revelation 1:1-3; 22:10-21 

Memory Verse: Revelation 1:3 

Definitions: 

Revelation – God’s revealing, or telling, of truth about Himself and His will to 

people. 

Blessed – happy, well off 

Vengeance – righting a wrong so that justice is done 

After reading the lesson, answer the questions using the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLWwzW4YgP1YDs85g_gWeacfXDerDbL9J5y0Xb47pb6a-

H4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

 

 

Future Features 

 

When people want to know the future, what do they do? If they believe the TV 

commercials, they call a psychic or find someone to read Tarot cards. Or maybe they 

read their horoscopes in the newspaper. If a carnival is in town, they go see the fortune 

teller. 

 

But if they belong to God, they read the book of Revelation. 

 

Come on! You may be thinking. That is like reading a mystery book in another 

language. 

 

It may seem that way, but God did not intend it to be like that. Instead, He wants you to 

understand this book. This course is designed to take the mystery out of Revelation and 

help you gain a Bible-based understanding of the end times. In this lesson, you will 

begin by surveying the book for the big picture. Then, in the weeks ahead, you will study 

it in more depth. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLWwzW4YgP1YDs85g_gWeacfXDerDbL9J5y0Xb47pb6a-H4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLWwzW4YgP1YDs85g_gWeacfXDerDbL9J5y0Xb47pb6a-H4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Author 

 

John clearly identified himself as the author of this book (1:1, 4,9; 22:8). He was one of 

Jesus’ 12 disciples and one of the inner circle of three who were closest to Jesus (Mark 

5:37). John was a fisherman, called one of the sons of thunder because he had a bad 

temper (Mark 3:17). But later he was identified as the apostle of love because Jesus 

changed his character. In addition to Revelation, John wrote the Gospel of John and 1, 

2, and 3 John. 

 

John was an unusual Scripture writer in that his books cover the longest time span in 

the Bible. In the Gospel of John, he wrote about “time” before creation (John 1:1-3). The 

rest of the gospel and his three letters focus on what was the present for him. And, in 

Revelation, he wrote about the future and eternity. 

 

Readers 

 

John wrote to seven local churches in Asia (now turkey) described in chapters 2 and 3 

(1:4, 11). 

 

Date 

 

John wrote this book toward the end of his life when he was 90 years old, around A.D. 

96. At that time, the Roman emperor Domitian ruled Israel and persecuted Christians 

and Jews who refused to worship him as God. According to tradition, Domitian banished 

John for that reason to the Isle of Patmos – an Island in the Aegean Sea between Asia 

Minor and Greece that was used as a Roman prison. 

 

Theme 

 

The book of Revelation reveals Jesus Christ in all his power and glory. It tells how he 

will return to conquer evil and set up his rule. 
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Purpose 

 

Too many people, the book of Revelation is a mystery book. But God did not design it 

that way. Actually, it is supposed to be just the opposite. John began by introducing this 

book as the apokalupsis, which means “revelation.” A revelation is in uncovering or 

unveiling, not something that is mysterious or secretive. 

 

In this book, God tells us what will happen in the future. He, of course, is infinite and all-

knowing, and we are not. So we do not understand some aspects of this revelation. 

That is why it seems mysterious to us. 

 

Because Revelation is hard to understand, people tend to react to it in one of two ways. 

Some avoid the book altogether. Others get sidetracked with their own speculations 

rather than what God says in His Word. 

 

Distinctives 

 

Most notably, Revelation is a book of prophecy about the future. Although almost half of 

the Old Testament contains prophetic books, Revelation is the only one in the New 

Testament. 

 

It is also a book of victory. John talks about victory oer the world (16:17-21), over the 

world’s system (11:15), over Satan, and, therefore, all evil (12:9). 

 

Revelation is a New Testament book full of Old Testament references. John knew the 

Hebrew Scriptures well. Almost three-fourths of the verses refer to Old Testament 

events or concepts. 

 

Finally, Revelation is a book with a specific promise and warning attached to it. God will 

bless those who read or hear it. 
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On the other hand, God will judge those who add to the book or take away from it: I 

warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds 

anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone 

takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in 

the Tree of Life and in the holy city, which are described in this book (22:18-19). 

 

Happy Endings 

 

Revelation completes the Bible in more ways than being the last book. It contrasts with 

the first book in the following ways: 

 

• Genesis is the book of beginnings – of the world, man, temptation and nations, 

for example. Revelation is the book of endings. 

• Genesis reveals the foundation of God‘s plans and purposes. Revelation reveals 

the completion of His plans and purposes. 

• Genesis records how men lost paradise. Revelation records how he regains it. 

• In Genesis, death is introduced. In revelation, death is conquered. 

• In Genesis, sin entered the world. In revelation, sin exits the world. 

 

Revelation and You 

 

Revelation contains powerful truths for students today. For example, it clearly shows 

that God is in control of this world. Even though Satan appears to be in charge of the 

world today, God will accomplish His plans and purposes. The whole book supports 

God‘s words in Isaiah 46:9-10: Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am 

God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me. I make known the end 

from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: “My purpose will 

stand, and I will do all that I please.” 
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It is also clear in Revelation that God is omniscient and omnipotent. Throughout the 

book, we see His great power in action as well as an inside look at his knowledge of 

what is to come. 

 

Revelation also proves that vengeance is God’s. Even though people often get away 

with wrongdoing now and it seems like there is little justice, one day God will judge all 

sin and make things right. Sometime in the future, He will fulfill His promise. “It is Mine 

to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord (Romans 12:19b). 

 

But even in judgment, God is gracious. At the same time He is pouring out his wrath in a 

variety of judgments on the earth, He will be saving people. 

 

Plus, in Revelation we read of Satan‘s final doom. Even though Christ defeated him on 

the cross, he is still free to try to keep people out of God's kingdom and ruin believers’ 

lives. But one day he will be cast into the lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 20:10). 

 

There is a lot to look forward to as you study Revelation. So get ready for a look into the 

future you will never forget! 

 

Fast Fact 

 

Revelation is primarily a book about Jesus Christ – what he is like and what he will do. 

As you study this book, look for what it teaches about Him. You may want to make a list 

each week of what you learn. And for extra growth, also identifies ways you should act 

as a result of what you learn. 


